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How students are the first line of resistance

£ would be a grievously wrong reading of

the current national climate if one were to

see the recent student protests as isclated

incidents of resistance. Such a reading
assumes that this movement is a temporary
expression of dissatisfaction. It also assumes that
it will eventually dissipate. The movement of
today is built on the sediments of the grievances
of the past, which were ignored and buried under
layers of distortion.

The first section of society that recognises
when democracy is under threat and stands up
for it are always students. Almost a vear after the
Narendra Modiled government first came to
puwerm 2014, studemx cl"the Film and

hunger strike for 139 days, opposing the
appointment of Gajendra Chauhan as chairman
of the institute. Mr. Chauhan's lack of academic
credentials was made up for by his proximity to
the Rashtriva Swayamsevak Sangh (R5S) and the
Bharativa Janata Party (BJP).

These protests, from June-October 2015, were
the first act of resistance. The government
responded by dismissing the protesters as
anti-nationals, an overused modus aperandi to
counter any protest challenging the government.
While Mr. Chauhan wasn't sacked, his tenure was
cut short to 14 months. The government’s victory
was temporary.

Agitations of the past
Such grievances cannot be suppressed by
distortion — a lesson that governments find hard
to understand. If not addressed and resolved,
they simply change shape and return in other
forms; this is what we have seen time and again.
The ‘Occupy UGC' movement demanding the
restoration and a hike of the non-NET fellowship;
the Justice for Rohith Vemula® campaign; the
protests against the manufactured sedition cases
against students of Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNUY; the #WherelsNajeeb II:ID‘E"EIIIE[I[, the
anti-fee hil'eprutes!xm various universities
ar:rnsnhe country, including Panjab University in
INU and Delhi University; and the
equal citizenship movement — all are examples of
the same, Social and gender justice movements in
India such as the 2012 Nirbhaya protests solidify
the idea that the youth have the courage to
mobilise, diagnose, and remedy society.

The COVIIHS pandemic and subsequent
lockdowns witnessed a further attack on the
integrity of educational systems. The government
imposed the new National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 on students, teachers, and the academic
communmity through a press conference. While
the long-term consequences of this policy on the
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educational system are vet to be seen, issues have
already begun to trickle in. Consclidation of
power, centralisation of policy, and corruption
are the essence of the system that NEP 2020 has
built. Students, once again, were the first to resist
this. The Jantar Mantar 1.0 movement was a
testament to this resolve.

Students also participated in the protests
against the Unnao rape case, the Hathras gang
rape, and the sexual harassment faced by
wrestlers under the aegis of the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI). They continued to
brave police brutality, arbitrary FIRs, and the
persistent avoidance of the government in
dealing with said issues, The entire country
turned a blind eve to the brutality unleashed on
students, consumed by the methodical madness
of hate which has been moulded inio acceptance
by the ‘Corporate Ray’, that is, the
Adani-Ambanification of India. Linguistic tools,
therefore, were insufficient in resisting and
challenging this juggernaut of fascist practices.

The sea of humanity that has turned up for the
recent protests has been fed through the
tributaries of agitations of the past; on the
sadiment of grievances that have settled over the
vears, It is ironic that a government that brags
about and celebrates its role in the
anti-Emergency protests has forgotten that it too
began with a student movement against a fee hike
in a university in Gujarat. It is presumptuous of
the government to imagine that it is unigue and
will remain insulated from protests.

Different mode of

The political participation of Gen Z has brought a
shift in how protests are carried out. Gen Z was a
storm that rained memes and reels on the
political landscape, with satire and
non-conformity as a mode of politics; having fun
was political resistance. The }amnr Mantar 1.0
movement isn't the first to witness this spirit.
Since the post-COVID era, and especially during
the third term of the Modi-led government, a

brief survey of social media reveals that platforms
‘such as Instagram and Reddit, along with
youth-run YouTube channels, have become sites
of resistance and challenge.

It is only natural that the social media-savvy
Gen Z grew tired of the WhatsApp-forward drivel
of older generations and brought its own rules of
engagement with politics into the picture. For
Gen Z, protests have become a site for content
creation, and the police have become a
destabilised collaborative figure in humorous
reels, which reflects a refusal to fear the police
state, Armed with a no-holds-barred approach,
Gen Z has easily dismantled the curated PR

caricatures political leaders had built of
themselves with thousands of crores.

Intercomnmected struggles

A few political observers have said that the
protests against electoral malpractices are not as
emotive an issue as the anti-paper leak agitation.
Again, this is an erroneous reading. The anti-SIR
protests are vet another powerful turn in the
student movement.

e youth have many grievances for which to
hold the government accountable such as
corporate monopoly over jobs, the rise of Al and
its regulation, the government's withdrawal from
the public sector, and the conseguences of global
conflict caused by the U.S.-lsrael nexus. Free and
fair elections are where they can act on their
political aspirations and grievances. However, if
the electoral system itself is broken and rigged,
the youth can only rely on peaceful protests to
seek accountahility,

The government had given free rein to the
police from day one. Those who opposed Mr.
Chauhan and those who stood against former
education minister Dharmendra Pradhan all
faced lathis and FIRs. And now, peace bonds are
being pushed on protesters to kill the democratic
uprising. However, there is resistance here too;
Neha Bora, AISA Presadertt, had recently refused
to sign a peace bond, how resistance can
turn into civil disobedience. To imagine that the
government can, through brute force, slam the lid
shut on protests is delusional. Let's not forget
how the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967
hasbeen weaponised to silence and jail student
and pro-democracy activists,

By denotifying Jantar Mantar as a site of
protest, the ModiFled government has denotified
democracy. The only course to reclaim this is for
India as a whole to become Jantar Mantar
through peaceful protests. The protests across
various campuses in ndia demanding the
restoration of student union elections are a step
towards rebuilding democracy that was
destroyed over years of anti-democratic
consolidation in our institutions.

In a country, and more broadly a society, that
bleeds with hate, the youth continue to resist
with humour and hope. You will find the vouth
protesting, and you will find them in reels. The
youth refuse to give up on either of these spaces,
displaying the public conscience in ways we
never imagined. They are the public health
centres of democracy; they diagnose threats and
build resistance from the first instance. The
responsibility to strengthen this fight falls on
other sections of sedety. The process for
democratic restoration has just begun.
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A case for Nepal: suing major carbon emitters for floods

resulted in the deaths of thousands of

people in August 2026, Is overwhelmingly
attributed to climate change. This Is yet another
worst-case climate change scenario from South
Asla, after the floods in Pakistan in 2022.

A debate that has not drawn much attention so
far in this part of the world is that there is scope
to explore and establish the flood victims as
victims of climate wrongs. The case for the
Nepalese people needs to be analysed from the
prism of climate litigations used by plaintiffs in
many jurisdictions of Europe and the U.S. in the
last two decades.

These plaintiffs, who were exposed to
climate-related risks, have brought claims against
state and private corporations on the ground of
serious risks to life, well-being, health, property,
privacy and disruption of family life. Though the
plaintiffs have not turned out to be winners in
these proceedings every time, the challenge itself
has been eye-opening.

T he catastrophic floods in Nepal which

Legal reasoning

In a strict legal sense, it is extremely difficult to
establish causation between a defendant’s (such
as a state or private corporation living miles away)
faflure to take appropriate measures restricting
the emission of Greenhouse Gases (GHG) and the
flood victims in those districts of Nepal bordering
Tibet.

While climate wrongs harm soclety, they do
not harm spectfic individuals or a group of
individuals in a sufficlendy direct and proximate
way. The logic that is widely accepted now is that
the faflure to take appropriate measures by an
entty makes an incremental contribution to
global cumulative GHGs, which diffuse and leave
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global and lingering effects on the likelthood of
adverse physical events. The impact of such
events Is ftself dependent on extraneous factors
such as exposure, vulnerability and resilience.

The Identfication of the victims exposed to
risks in contrast to the ‘general’ population is
needed to describe that specific group as victims
of climate change. This gives them the standing to
ste — to justify their invocation of individual or
group rights and consider claims for
compensation.

The people living In the Tibet-Nepal border
area, specifically those living in the Trishull and
Bhote Koshi river basins area of Nepal, have been
‘exposed to Glaclal Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs)
over the last three decades. Scholarship focusing
on the Tibetan Autonomous Region is of the view
that since 2010 both the area and the number of
glaclers Is retreating at a faster rate than before.
Climate scientists predict that the mountain
glacters will lose most of thelr volume by the end
of the 21st century, placing alpine ecosystems and
human population at risk. These climate-linked
physical events, which were present prior to the
flood, could possibly fulfil the normative
threshold of the imminence of a catastrophe.

Holding emitters accountable

The case that merits attention in this context Is
the Lllyua vs RWE case which established that it is
possible to causally link the GHG emisslons of one
large emitter to a concrete risk of life and
property In a country that is 5,000 miles away. In
the case, Lltyua, a Peruvian national, sued RWE (a
German energy provider company
headquartered in Germany) under a German
private nuisance law on the ground that the
company’s past and present coal-fired power

generation is responsible for huge quantities of
€02, which reduced the stability of glaclers near
his home.

In an Important judgment, the Higher Court of
Appeal in Hamm on May 28, 2025 ruled that RWE
‘can be held legally responsible in principle,
though the specific claim was dismissed due to
inadequate proof of an imminent risk. The court
accepted that past individual climate harms can
proportionally contribute to climate risks and it
also upheld that German civil law can apply to
transboundary climate harms. This, in effect,
amounts to saying that long distance and global
scale do not automatically shield a corporation
from lability.

In Milieudefensie et al vs Royal Dutch Shell
(November, 2024), the Dutch Court of appeal
confirmed under Dutch tort law principles that
companies which contribute significantly to
climate change and have it within their power to
contribute to combating it, have an obligation, as
per the general duty of care under Dutch law and
human rights standards, to imit GHG emissions
to counter climate change.

The climate lawsuit brought by four
Indonesian Islanders against Holcim, a Swiss
bullding material glant, in the Swiss Cantonal
Court of Zug (Asmania vs Holcim) 1s also quite
relevant. Here, the plaintiffs sought a reduction of
GHGs as well as compensation for present and
future damages against Holeim's excessive CO2
emissions.

Although there is no rule of binding precedent,
1t 1s still advisable for the flood victims of Nepal to
use the channel of litigations against major GHG
emitters, as there Is growing judiclal awareness of
the dutles owed by large emitters In responding
to the threat of climate change.
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The next test for renewable energy

ast-week, India
hosted the Bharat
Renewshle Energy
Surnmit, celebrating

This week, Tirkiye hosts
COP3L, with Australia holding
the presidency of the climate

madlied.neaﬂ}'!ﬁ‘% of it
solar and wind. Hut the goal of
tripling renewable energy
capacity by 2030 remains far
ourt on the horizon. The
depboyment of renewables is
also uneven. [hﬂkum:mmd

'ﬁunem_'ﬁ"re hits boen
about B0 prowth in
renewable eneTgy capacity.
Renewables are now the
defanlt expectation in energy
plamming. But the question has
fipped: from whether
renewibles make economic
sense to whether the energy
system can absorb them at
scale.

Three challenges explainm
the gap between ambition and
reality. One, grids and markets
baile fior centralised fossil fuel
plants cannot move cheap
power to those who need it
Two, intellectual property and
supply chains for deantech sit
in & few hands, raising energy
security concerns, Three, a

i= & glabally
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Indla has
instabled about
08 GW of
non-fosstl
Capacity.
Crossing 500
GW will be a
milestone for
Indl. o the
fimish ling

surpe in Al-driven power
demand is colliding with Hmits
on energy, water and climate.
The global energy
ransition needs a new
mantra: make renewahles
refiable, secure and digital.

Reliable renewables
Refiable means paying for
what the system needs. India’s
installed battery stosape stood
at only about 9 GWhin
mid-2026, most of it added in
tire first half of this year. Most
oomtracts still pay for enengy
delivered, not for fextbility,
refiahility or dispatchability.
The risk i cheap capacity that
cannot be fully used, with the
ooets landing on distribution
oompanies and consumers.
The fixes are unglamorouws
but decisive. Move beyond
5year contracts towards
reaHime trading and
comtracts for difference. Fam
technobogy-agnostic auctons
on integrated system plans.
Cut permitting delays and
grid-connection queues.

" Becure means a transition
that eases enarEy Security
concems rather than
worsening them. Energy
security is the argpument that
wins support for renewables
in most capitals; it will be kost
if clean energy merely swaps
ome dependency for another.
According to the International
Energy Agency, cheantech
manfacturing investment is
dominated by China [T0%).

[ndia has bepun to respond.
Tts solar modula
manufacturing capacty has

reached about 263 CW: for
salar celks, capacity has

Hut mo countTy can copy
another's modal. Multilateral
institutions should offer a
menu of options, matched to
each country's starting poimt
to build kexcal manufacturing,
resilient supply chains and
skills pipelines.

Digital means guiding the
frontier rathes than reacting to
it. Smart meters can act as the
nervous system of a digital
grid. India has already
deployed about 54 million
smart meters. This enables
maore prid-edpe technologes,
inchuding storage solutions,
software for optimising energy
Aow, and even a digital public
infrastructure for enengy.

Further, Al can forecast
renewable output, optimisa
L'.nds and unlodk flexdbility

ts. Tiats-contre

could more than double.
" Laree new koads should be
sited using forward-looking
hent and water-stress data,
Data centres should disclose
their power, water and carbon
intensity, making resource
Eiﬁl:}enq 3 condition of
wiability, not an afierthought.
India has installed about
308 GW of non-fossil capacity
Crossing 500 GW will be g

b B i

fnish line. The real test is
whether every umit generated
is dispatched, every consmmer
benefits, and every
manufaciurer and young
worker has a place in the new
system. Cheap renewables
made the transition possible.
Reliahle, serure and digital
systems will make it real.
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How Al is reshaping China’s universities

Al n and a

b muarket are driv

2 5W

p across China's unty

under the government’s

pline on the reform of b

education Institutions. universities will now be tasked with spedfic goals, pursutng either rescarch, applicaton-oniented objectives, o skills development

WORLD INSIGHT

Caegorsnd and @skod wid other
pursing ressrch, appiications or sikdls

dovelopments.
What Is driving education overhaul?
A contration of faciors, some not 100

‘2 mismatch in skills hdwnm graduatos
and what companies are soeking.
%}x&mﬁ @oonomic sentimerns s also

companies 1o cut back om hiring, with
2 profomged structural siowdown in e
real estate market drgging down growi
Alls e third disrupthe Soroe, cmr\g;
raph®y how the markepiace viows
vahaos skibs.

Ome In 2ve young Qmese i

group (exckading
ung-.npmun-n
How will the plan change higher

he povemmants gcoline deacts Lvarsties 1o xu'.:momammm4 GITY S

The main obiecthe is

Unhversitios will now be Laskod with

spoctic goals, prarsang sither rosarch,
appiication orientnd objoceves, or kilis

dmalopment .

Chiria Bas mosn than 3,000 Mgher
edacation metfiutions. £ach of these wil
mow be skottod Into one of the the

aﬁgnnumxh, appiications or

mpmokmulmnnymm
offering stmiar programmas and
producing too mamy of the seme kind of
Faduatos has boon ctod 3 3 major
wason Sor differentiation The:
=

~ Athefop end of the pyramid, the
country’s top ressarch untversitios will be
fmad up to focus on, as the guidelie
maor broakshroughs tn
nology”.
Appiication orientad tnstitutions wil be
taskod wih emptiasiing “practics-
oriemad Qlent, Industry-aducation
mq;nnm echnologhcal movation and
msarch commestliation.” Flaily, e
mstirions atmed at doveioping skils wil
“sTvweasa n‘nl:ntz;\hr oulthating naser
crafsmen and

pmk-tnaum:z

fortad training and
mppmb:lmar\dam of 2 modern
mdustrad sptom.”

Liu Zhenittan, an expert om Chibs's
education nmmumng,
described the cbjpctive & not atmed
“hiboling univarsitios™ bul, as do told

the goal & 1o eszabidsh (hina as 3 “kadng

mation” In education |Chiln & 3004

Bunched an 11-yoar master plan on
hina o 3 kRdng cxmey 0

Eosides e roles of
mtversiios, the AogTe Programmes
WERn oach umiversity 3 also i the

il of 3 TRjor adhstmers.
o Edocation a1l

the brgest In (hina andhrw'ﬂmglhr
dooms of degrees 1t dad previously
awardod in Misrprotation and kedgn
nguages. The umhersky will no loogr

s produced some of the cosstry's best
inown joarmalists and Sorim lagsge
scholars. It will soon no longer be tratntng
suadmes i those dscipiines. Unhersities

e c—

and the plastng cut of dsdpiines s 2
TRCERSArY response 1o echnological
isruptson. “We 2 sighod at the nows,
mmmmmhrvslmngunm a
Potograpty susdent toid the Chinese
Pebtication Stxth Tome. “For me, wsing Al
ks smply sw 10 another creathe
modm of toal. matters more & my
own thiniking.”

THE GIST

-

1 Saptoreber 2006, China
Srwaiod 3n INIBOCS 13 year
430 to reform Its severtas,
criven '\ 0 oy
chalinging job markt dor the

:o:tm"m: agn

-

The restructurng will e
mplenmtac durng the
cuneet 120 Fve Yoar Mlan
[2006-2004) 30 compltod by
thoond of the 16h M
{2051-30a5), Wt the goal of
making China 2 “kediog,
sation” In education
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Walking the fiscal
tightrope won't be casy

ALFWAY through the financial year, the Union gov-

emment s fiscal position presents amixed picture. On

therevenue side, recentdata from the Controller Gen-

eral of Accountsshows that grosstax collections have
grown at asubdued 6.1 per cent during April-Septemberthis year,
marginallyslower than the full year growth factored in the budget
estimates. Disinvestment proceeds, though, are expected to ex-
ceed expectations, driven by the IDBI stake sale. On the expen-
diture side, capital spending by the Centre is showing signs of
slowing down, while there is the growinglikelihood of the subsidy
bill exceeding initial estimates. Together, these trends raise the
risk of a fiscal slippage this vear.

Direct taxes have grown at a fairly healthy pace, corporate
taxes more than personal income taxes. But the bigger drag has
been due to excise revenue. Collections have fallen sharply due
tothe excise duty cuts unpamlanddlmel—revenmhasbeen
just Rs 1.07 lakh crore so far this year, as compared to Rs 1.38 lakh
croreover the same period last year. But, according to ICRA, this
could be “partly offset by excess collections on the customs duty
front, which has expanded by a strong 16.5 per cent in Hi (first
half) FY2027". On disinvestment, so far the government has
mopped up Rs 55,757 crore and another Rs 6,366 crore in asset
monetisation. Add to this the government’s share in the IDBI
stake sale — Fairfax Financial Holdings has been selected as the
buyer fora 6072 per cent stake in the bank for Rs 52,878 crore —
and thetarget of Rs 80,000 crore this yearis likely tobe surpassed.

Onspending, capital expenditure, which had grown atastag-
gering 23.7 per cent in the first quarter, slowed down to just 2.8
per cent in the second quarter. But, the subsidy bill is likely to
overshoot its budgeted amount. According to CareEdge Ratings
the “fertiliser subsidy bill to excead budget estimates, rising toRs
252 7trillionas against the budgeted Rs 1.7 trillion”. This will add
to pressures on the fiscal deficit. The Union budget had pegged
the fiscal deficit at 4.3 per cent of GDP. But, CareEdge ratings ex-
pects it to be in the range of 4.3-4.5 per cent. Economists at SBI
also expect the deficit to be higher by Rs 1.2 lakh crore due to rev-
enue loss on account of excise cuts, and increase in the fertiliser
and petroleum/LPG subsidy. This fiscal arithmetic raises the
possibility of expenditure rationalisation in coming months.
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Courtsrelook at
detention protects liberty

N NOVEMBER &, the Supreme Court (SC) reaffirmed

afundamental principle of natural justicethatisalsoa

feature of India’s constitutional scheme. While over-

turning the denial of bail by the Tripura High Court in
aNarcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances {(NDPS) Act case,
a bench comprising Justices Ujjal Bhuyan and A S Chandurkar
held that "There is no such thing called temporary disruption of
liberty”. Any person detained by the state must be produced be-
fore a magistrate within 24 hours. Swjit Das and Others v Union
of India rightly does away with the specious distinction between
“detention” and “arrest”, which is often used to short circuit the
constitutional protections under Article 22. The proverbial clock
begins ticking when the police take someone into custody, the
Court hassaid, not aftera formal arrestismade. Giventhe context
of police excesses and laws that make bail difficult, the SC's as-
sertion that “fundamental rights cannot be tinkered with so
lightly, not even under the special statutes” is welcome.

At the heart of the judgment is a recognition of the role of the
miagistrate. It is at this stage that the claims of the arvesting agency
are first tested. Given that the “worst violations ofhuman rights”
often occur, as the Court said, during prolonged detentions, it is
imperative for the magjstrate and lower judiciary to scrutinise
every arrest. In fact, Sujit Das follows from other recent SC ver-
dicts, including Prabir Purkayastha v State of Delhi (2024), in
which an arrest under the UAPA was voided because it did not
follow the basic procedures laid down in law.

In National Investigation Agency v Zahoor Ahmad Shah Wa-
tali(2019), the SCsaid that while deciding on bail in UAPA cases,
the state’s version must, prima facie, be accepted. In the years
since, the Court has carved out crucial exceptions, such as in
Union of India v KA Najeeb(2021), which said that bail provisions
under special laws must be seen inthe context of prolonged trials
and in Sheikh Javed Igbal v State of Uttar Pradesh (2024), where
it said that Watali cannot be treated as an absolute precedent to
deny bail. Now, by dissolving the false dichotomy between “de-
tention” and “arrest”, the Court has gone a step fitrther incham-
pioningliberty, The principle it haslaid down must be given sub-
stance in the magistrate’s office and the police thana.
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