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Milky Way grew by devouring
galaxies, leaving ghost stars

Galactic archaeologists are using precise measures and larger sample sizes afforded by new missions to tease apart minute differences between

groups of stars, rey

Siddhant Pusdekar
LoNDON

here have always been stories
about them. Australian
tales tell of an old

couple called the fukara, while
for Chile's Mapuche people they are
Rvganko or'water ponds. To modern
astronomers, they are the Smiall and
Large Magellanic elouds, two of the
clozest galaxies 1o us that are in the
process of being swallowed by the mlcy

T‘Ilc_\'an‘ evidence of a kind of snowball
effect that characterises the formation
ul evolution of galaxies, which scientisis
believe are the result of a series of violent
collisior s galaxies fall into one
another, the smaller enes are ripped
apart by | forces of the larger, leaving
behind streams and elusters of stars that
don't move in lockstep with the rest of the
galaxy, They also stand out for their
chemical compositions, which allow
ASronomers to group stars that were
born together and picce back their rough
e,
And together, age, chemistry, and
maotion tell astronomers different things
abour stars. Galactic archacologists use
precise measures and larger sample sizes
afforded by new missions to tease apart
minute differences between groups of
stars, revealing the history of the Milky
Way going back almost 12 billion years.

First of its kind

In garly Sey Vasily

Aming Helmi, mmwlmm\me
Kavli Award for complamentary
mdwm afthe galaxys najor

Tl bemn with 2 chance observation.
Over three decades agn, when Dr. Ihata,
of the University of Strasbourg, turned his
iention to the central bulge of the
galaxy’s disc, he noticed some stars
zlightly off-centre moving in 2 peculiar

Everything in the galaxy has a shared
direction of motion and velocity, but
these particular stars stood out and all
seemed (o be moving in concert. AlEEa
year of repeated measuréments, Dr. hati
was left with the only hypothesis that
made sense: that the group of stars were
part of a much smaller galaxy, the
Sagittarius dwarf, that the Milky Way hid
absorbed,

had 1
Littered with re
ancient collisions, the discovery — the first
ol'its kind — kickstarted a search for more.
Galaxies that were absorbed earlier would
be harder to see, because, unlike
Sagittarius, which merged only six billion
years ago, they might not be intact.

that the gal

Gain-Enceladus
As part of her PhiTin the 19905, Dr.
ol

meylmbehmdammurmtha
should be
kllﬂss,byapplyﬁzgthmemodelsm
data from the European Space Agencys
(E-SA) Hlpmusmlsshn Dr. Hehn!euﬂ'

ing the history of Milky W

; going back around

12 billion years; age, chemistry, s

| different aspects about stars

The Millsy Way galavy is ablaze with dust in this all-sky map from ‘Planck’, a Eurspean Space Agency mission with important NASA contributions. The towers of
fiery eplours are actually dust in the galaxy and bieyond that has been polarised. ESAMASAURL CALTECH

o7 stars around the sun. They found
seven had a different orbit from the rest,
supgesting they come from outside the
galaxy.

But this was a smail sample, If the
Milky Way formed by cannibalising many
smaller galaxies, the firmament should be
littered with streams. To see them,
researchers would need to v * apart the
motion dynamics of thousands of stars
with greater precision.

Dr. Helmi waited 20 years until the ESA
Gaia mission released its second dataset,

at almost the whole galaxy. 1n
2018, Dr. Helmi et al, used these
measurements to find a large fraction of
stars in our neighbourhood that move
counterclockwise, instead of the
clockwise mation of the rest of the galaxy,

‘The team combined photometry data
on colour and brightness from Gaia and
spectroscopy obtained from APO Galactic
Evolution Experiment o estimate the
sgges and chemical compasition of these
stars. Finally, they grouped the stars that
were born together,

‘They also developed a model that fit
the relationship between the colour and
luminosity of these groups of stars, to
reveal their age. Together, the results
suggested these stars were born 1012
billion years ago in a different galaxy,
which they called Gaig-Enceladus,

First major merger
Liging the chemical compaositions, the
team also calculated the rate of star
formation and the mass of this galaxy
befare it crashed with the Milky Way. A&

1 the th I motion of

pposed i the many smaller collisions

W 10 see, ﬂwcolmion
wil ‘which

aha:m IO hlllwnyemw.} must have been
large enough to alter the Milky Way's
shape, she s3id. There have been even
older coll . however, TSR AgEuSD
2006 paper, mmhm confirmed that
around 12 billion years ago, 4 galaxy
called Low-energy-Kraken-Heracles (LKH)
‘collided with the Milky Way: LKH sits in
our galaxy’s central bulge, which contains
the oldest stars going back to the galaxy's
creation, But stardust cbscures the view.
problem with studying such
ons is that the galaxies were still
young, making it harder to detect the
divergence in the evolution of their stellar
systems, which would be apparent in the
stars that came from them,

Insteud of focusing on individual stars,
the researchers studied 39 globular
clusters, groups of about a million stars
that are born lugl_lm.r u'uj bdu\ ed in the
same way. THEY Alsa the
micdels they used to caleulate the ages of

stirs, beciuse

different models can
mmﬂummwsm
a8 2 billion years, said Davide Massari of
the National Institute for Astrophysics al
Bologna, who led the work.

. While ddld From the Gaia mission are
g the history of the galaxy, they
alse rmise new questions and are telling
researchers where to point new tools.
How bits of galaxies move alter being
ed by the Milky Way may not be
Eing to tell
whether some seemingly foreign objects
have a common origin. A recent
reanalysis suggested thar the globular
cluster omega-Centaurd, once thought 1o
be a dwarl galaxy absorbed by the Milky
Wi v b thie nucleus of
1-Enceladus. But the data are not
conclusive: the researchers do nod
understand how omega Centauri’s
interaction with the Milky Way's central
Bulge might have changed its motion.
New projects are coming online to dig
ceeper. 4MOST, a multi-object
spectroscopic survey instrument in
Paranal, Cl il soon start surveying
the Southern Sky, probing the Magellanic
clouds, Sagittarius, and other previously
identified galaxies. The MOONS telescope
will also detect infrared light coming from
the galactic bulge, which escapes from
the center more v, said Asa
'1d:i of the University of Florence.
last 10 years have been amazing,”
D, 'skulubotm who has a project
associated with 4MOST, added. “But 1

»&mm
bel'ur&(::lla Enceladus. At abour 12 hillion

years, this might be the first major merger

ge ly believe that the next 10 years
are going W be even more amaxing
Because there's so much data coming,
and people are really getting invested in
this field.”

{Siddfane Pusdekar is 2 solence writer.
siddhantitpusdekariogmail.com)
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How Al training models could compromise privacy

he right to privacy is a constitutional
right upheld by the Supreme Court in
2017. However, the legal instruments
currently in place to safeguard this
right seem inadequate, especially considering the
technological revolution led by Artificial
Intelligence (Al) around the world. While Al
regulation is one of the most commonly
discussed issues within governments today, the
recommendations have been broad, vague and
have only led to further questions. Al has
immense potential to boost productivity and have
positive effects on people’s lives; any
indiscriminate regulatory or policy measure risks
inhibiting innovation and economic growth.
However, there are lower hanging fruits; specific
gaps that can be filled to better.
peaple’s constitutional rights without
permanently losing out in the Al race.

Pri coverage
The Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act
was passed in 2023, with the DPDP Rules being
notified in November 2025, The implementation
is phased with some provisions on consent and
safety becoming effective only in 2027, Prior to
the DPDP Act, the primary legal instrument to
regulate the use and management of personal
data was the Information Technology (IT) Act,
2000, Together the IT Act, 2000 and its 2011
Rules broadly regulated the export of “sensitive
personal data” on the condition that the recipient
ensured a level of data protection required under
Indian law, and that the transfer was either
necessary to perform a lawful contract or had
been consented to by the data provider. An
assertion and claim were sufficient to record
adequacy. The criminal penalty for unauthorised
disclosure was capped at three years’
imprisonment or a fine of ¥5 lakh, These
penalties only applied to disclosure of sensitive
personal data that were listed in the Rules such as
financial data, medical or health details, sexual
orientation, biometric information etc, The Rules
did not apply to personal data such as names,
addresses, phone numbers, caste, religion,
political affiliations, browsing history, social
media activity, online or offline behavioural
patterns, institutional affiliations ete.

It also did not apply to any data scraped
publicly such as from social media platforms. For
context, India is the largest market for Facebook
and Instagram in the world. Tech giants such as
Meta, Amazon, and Google use data collected
from the users to train their Al models.

Tulika Avni Sinha

Senior Research
Fellow (Data
Governance, Privacy
and Al}, World Privacy
Forum

Credible studies
have shown
that querying
an Al model
with
‘anonymised’
data to extract
personal details
that ir had
memorised
during training
can be used to
identify
individuals and
build their
profiles

The DPDP Act is now the general purpose legal
instrument to regulate the useul'ciﬁams data.
Yet it does not apply to publicly available data or
information inferred from parameters such as
social media activity including names,
gender/sex, locations, institutional affiliations,
images, videos or attributes. Such ‘inferred’ data
could include emotions, mobility, and
behavioural patterns. It buckets all personal data
together and does not create a specific category
for sensitive personal data as was followed under
IT Act, 2000, Consequently, data that are
intuitively sensitive such as passwords and
mental and physical health conditions are treated
in the same bucket as name, marital status, city,
shopping interests etc. When viewed in this light,
it seems that the DPDP Act is regressive and fails
to assign stronger protections to categories that
were better protected earlier. It can be a valid
critique to say that even personal non-sensitive
data can reveal sensitive information depending
upon the context of their collection and
accompanying parameters in analysis. However,
some data points, when revealed, stand the risk
of being severely misused and encroach upon
individual privacy without the need for any
inference such as biometrics, passwords etc.
They need higher levels of protection.

Training Al on personal data

Further, the DPDP Act does not acknowledge or
engage with the topic of Al models and data used
in their training. One of the risks of Al models to
privacy is that they can regurgitate the data used
in their training. Credible studies have shown that
querying an Al model with “anonymised” data to
extract personal details that it had memorised
during training can be used to identify individuals
and build their profiles. Studies have also shown
that various methods can be used via Al to
extract sensitive information about individuals
using generic publicly available information. This
means that if yvour data was used to train an Al
maodel, an anonymised dataset that is now legally
compliant can be used to extract your personal
details and profile you without your consent.

It is important to note that Indian users have
not had a right or a legal mechanism to prevent
this use in the past. Since DPDP’s consent
provision is only effective next year, companies
do not need to fully comply and obtain one's
consent with respect 1o its data processing needs
now. Worse, even after the DPDP's substantive
provisions take full effect in May 2027, Indian
users will have no right to object to Al being

trained on their public data. In contrast, Meta
currently provides its users in the EU an opt-out
feature that allows the user to object to their data
being used in Meta's Al training.

This also needs to be juxtaposed with the fact
that the right to be forgotten under the DPDP Act
only applies to data for which the user had
provided consent to the organisation. It is unclear
il the right extends to the information inferred
from the analysis of the said data. The DPDP Act
also exempts this right from processing for
research, archival, or statistical purposes. The
conditions to be met under such an exemption
still need to be prescribed by the Union
government. | Al

mute bywhich sunh pmmimmﬁdescapem

What can be done
These are low hanging fruits and can be
addressed with amendments, notification of
Rules and legal judgments. The provisions of the
DPDP Act must apply to data used for training Al
muodels. Further, it should provide people with a
right to object to that use, and enforce
protections on publicly scrapped data and the
information inferred from that data. It should also
strengthen the right to erasure so that the
responsibility falls on the companies to inform
the users of every entity that holds their data. Thg
DPDP Act should also clarify whether Al training
is included under research exemption by default;
and create a sensifive data category with stricter
ofuse and processing. There are
definite trade-offs between development
objectives and privacy safeguards and the extent
of the adoption can follow that prioritisation.

Having said that, these are not non-urgent
concerns. They are backed by documentation
and acknowledgement from companies and the
government. There have been numerous
discussions on India being an exporter of its data
for Al training. The solution is not to prevent the
export or to ban personal information from Al
training, which can worsen Al outcomes on
inclusion, efficiency, discrimination and bias for
the Indian population.

India is staged to be the use case hub of the
world — Alis being deployed by corporate giants,
MSMEs, and even not-for-profits across sectors.
The more we delay closing gaps on privacy, the
weaker the constitutional right becomes.,
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Firecrackers: Festivity or fallout?

he smoke that
wafts through our
celebrations
carries a hidden
cost. How can society
preserve the joy of
celebration without
compromising the right to
breathe clean air?

difficulties, the Bench
cautioned against a blanket
ban and emphasised public
awareness and voluntary
restraint to encourage the
use of less-polluting
alternatives.

Senior advocate Aparajita
Singh, the amicus curiae in
the matter, urged the Court
to ask the Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) to address the
medical risks associated
with air pollution. The
proceedings raise a larger
constitutional question: how
can environmental
protection be reconciled
with religious freedom
without compromising
either public health or
lawful cultural practice?

doithe

by law. As interpreted by the
Supreme Court, the right to
life encompasses the right to
healthy life. Articles 48A
and 51A(g) reinforce this
very principle by placing
environmental protection
within the framework of the
Directive Principles of State
Policy and Fundamental
Duties, respectively. While
Article 48A directs the State
to protect and improve the
environment and safeguard

Sincy Wilson

is Assistant Professor,
School of Law, Vels
University (VISTAS),
and a legal researcher
specialising in
constitutional and
administrative law,
and international
environmental law

2

Vaishali R. Venkat

Religious
freedom and
freedom o
celebrate cannot
be treated as an
automatic
licence to
expose others to
unreasonable
risks to their
health

forests and wildlife, Article
51A(g) makes environmental
protection a fundamental
duty of every citizen.
Further, Article 25
guarantees every person
freedom of conscience and
the right to profess,
practise, and propagate
religion, subject to public
order, morality, and health,
among other constitutional
limitations. Thus, religious
freedom and the [reedom to
celebrate cannot be treated
as an automatic licence to
expose others to
unreasonable risks to their
health. The challenge is not
to pit celebration and clean
air in opposing camps, but
to ensure that the
enjoyment of one’s freedom
does not diminish another’s
ability to live in a healthy
environment.
Environmental
protection also demands
collective action by
governments, institutions,
and individuals alike. This
understanding of shared
environmental
responsibility extends
beyond national
constitutions and finds
expression in international
environmental principles.

principles bring two core

concerns into focus:
preventing environmental
harm and ensuring that
those responsible for
pollution bear the cost.

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR)
and the International
Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR)
Moreover, across the globe,
countries adopt different
approaches to firecracker
regulation to protect public
safety. For instance,
Singapore has banned
private firecracker use,
permitting only licensed
professional fireworks
displays. Ireland and the
United Kingdom prohibit
the sale of traditional
firecrackers to the general
public. Sweden prohibits
the use of firecrackers
except by trained
individuals holding special
permits. Under Germany’s
explosives regulations,
certain powerful
firecrackers are restricted to
authorised permit holders.

India need not choose
between two extremes: a
blanket ban and
unrestricted use. Regulation
can be designed to prevent
harm while respecting
lawful celebration. This
requires scientifically
assessing alternatives such
as certified green crackers,
enforcing emission and
safety standards, and
holding manufacturers and
sellers accountable for
violations. The State must
ensure that restrictions are
proportionate and
effectively implemented,
while citizens exercise their
freedoms with due regard
for public health.

After all, a celebration
should leave behind
memories of joy, not a
legacy of polluted air.

P L bbbt o i
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EXPLAINER
Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
lections to 28 Legislative Council
seats were held last week in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra and Karnataka.
The exchanges among political parties
and their leaders, including the Prime
Minister, following the election results
had piqued public curiosity about
Legislative Councils,

Legislative Councils in British India
The Government of India Act, 1935

ﬂm‘ll!. The electoral college for these
councils was highly restricted and elitist,
granting voting rights to only a very
wealthy or educated minority.

They were to act as a revising chamber
to review the work of Provincal
Legislative Assemblies, These councils
were not subject to dissolution, and the
term of individual members was nine
years, with one-third of members retiring
every three years, Interestingly, these
Legislative Councils had equal powers
with the Legislative Assemblies with
respect to passage of bills, If there was
any disagreement, or if a bill was kept
pending in the council for 12 months, the
Governor may resolve such deadlock only
by summoning a joint sitting of the
provincial Assembly and Council.

Constituent A bly dek

BJP leaders celebrate after winning four seats in Kamataka Legistative Council polls, on October 28, P11

viewed it as an unnecessary burden on
the public exchequer. There were also
objections to leaving out most important
am of the cnmﬂmﬁm ol l.aa{da:m

alter considerable debate, the .pm
with respect to Legislative Councils were
adopted.

Structure of State councils
Article 168 of the Constitution provides
that the State legislature of Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Karnataka shall have a
Legislative Council.

Article 169 stipulates that Parliament
may by ordinary law provide for the

lition or creation of a Legislative

The debates around constituting
Legislative Councils in States were highly
contested in the Constituent Assembly.
Some members favoured it on the ground
that it would act as a check and balance
against hasty legislation by popularly
elected Legislative Assemblies. Others

Council in a State, However, Parliament
may pass such a law only if the Legislative
Assembly of the State passes a resolution
1o that effect by a two-thirds majority.
Article 171 provides that the i

of the Legislative Assembly, subject 1o a
ini of 40. The bers of the
council shall be elected as follows:
one-third by municipality and local body
members; one-twelfth by graduates for at
least three years; one-twelfth by
secondary school teachers for at least
three years; one-third by MLAs of the
State; and the remaining one-sixth to be
nominated. Article 172 provides that the
Legislative Council in a State is not subject
to dissolution, and the term of individual
members is six years, with one-third of
members retiring every two years.

The ministers in a State, including the
Chief Minister, can be from its Legislative
Couneil, just like ministers in the Centre
can be from the Rajya Sabha.

However, when it comes to legislative
procedure, the council does not have
significant powers. There is no
requirement for a joint sitting to break
any deadlock between the Assembly and
Cuu.nui with respect to bills. In case of

number of members in a council shall not
exceed one-third of the total membership

ag . the bill as passed by the
’\sq:mh]y Is mnaldemd final, with the
Council only having the option to delay

the passage of a bill for a maximum of
four months.

Issues and way forward
The abalition or creation of Legislative
Councils in the past has been primarily
driven by political considerations. Fag
instance, the Tamil Nadu
Council was abalished in 1986 when M. G.
Ramachandran was the Chief Minister.

THE G

-

Legislative Councils were
envisaged as revising
chambers to check hasty
legislation by State Assemblies,
but their creation and abaolition

There was a1
resestablish it in 2010 when M
Karunanidhi was the Chief Mi

have often been driven by
1in the bly o political consi
v
ster.
However, before the Parliamentary law Thaugh the Constitution

for creation could be notified, the
Assembly in 2011 had passed a resolution
against the revival of the council when J.
Jayalalithaa became Chief Minister,
Similarly, the Andhra Pradesh council was
abolished in 1985 when N, T. Rama Rao
became the Chiefl Minister, only to be
later created again in 2007,

The second Administrative Reforms
Commission (ARC) in its report on Local
Governance (2007) had proposed that
Parllament may, by law, create a
Legislative Council in all States as ‘Council
oflocal governments”. It argued that,
given the country's increased literacy
rates, there was no longer a need for a
separate electorate of graduates and
teachers. Instead, all the members of the
council can be elected solely by local
body representatives.

The second ARC's recommendation
may be deliberated and suitably
implemented. Despite limited legislative
powers of the council, this arrangement
may enable it to function as an effective
‘revising house’, protecting and
empowering the interests of local bodies.
Otherwise, they may as well be abolished
in the existing six States, rather than
remaining as a mere ornament in those
State legislatures,

(Rangarafan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified.”
He currently trains at Officers 1AS
Academy. Views expressed are personal)

pravides for their compasition,
tenure, and role, Lepislative
Councils have limited
legislative powers and can only
delay the passage of bills

-

The Second Adminrstrative
Reforms Commission
recommended transtforming
them into councils of local
governments, with members
elected solely by local body
representatives, to strengthen
local self-govenment
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Manufactured distrust and a

politics of shortcuts

SAHASRABUDDHE

It was not
without reason
that freedom
fighters
reposed
confidence in
thejudiciary of
their time.
Almostall
streams of the
freedom
movement
conducted
mass
awareness
campaigns as
part of their
groundwork

LL OVER the world, people

are talking about Gen Z up-

risings. Opposition groups in

several countries are pin-

ning their hopes on voung
people taking to the streets to achieve
what they themselves could not. Others
are riding piggyback on GenZ and trying
tosettle scores with their respective estab-
lishments. In some countries, Gen Z agi-
tators have struck a popular chord but
failed miserably to bring anything sub-
stantialto the table. An overview of recent
uprisings in countries as diverse as Al-
bania, Bangladesh, Morocco, France and
Madagascar suggests that one size simply
does not fit all. Besides, creatively tal-
ented but thoroughly inexperienced or-
ganisers appear largely confused. Under-
standably, the initial hype surrounding
Gen Zis waning everywhere, and Indiais
no exception.

About a year ago, an essay by a re-
searcher-blogger at the London School of
Economics identified reasons for failed
youthuprisings in several countries. Two
observations were particularly realistic
and remarkable. First, such movements
succeed only when governments are
weak, divided or vulnerable. Second, Gen
Z energy does catalyse momentum, but
lasting victories require workers, unions,
professionals and older generations to join
in. Their absence has proved a major
weakness in most cases.

India has along history of semi-organ-
ised uprisings that people eventually
rejected. The Naxalite movement, for
instance, illustrates this. Through
violence, Naxalites held some sway
over vulnerable sections in certain re-
gions for alimited period. However, their
influence remained confined to the mar-
gins in a handful of states. Openly Naxa-
lite political parties, too, have failed to se-
cure popular mandates.

Those seeking to present themselves
as alternatives to established political
parties have more often than not failed.
Two decades ago, Medha Partkar tried to
bring together leaders linked with so-
called “mass movements” and form a
political platform to contest elections, but
failed miserably. Regional outfits invoked
language or provincial identity to mobilise
people, yet their political impact remained
short-lived and geographically limited.

Indian society is averse to instability.

True, the present youth movement lacks
the maturity of serious, cause-driven
movements of the past, Even so, some les-
sons emerge. Even during the Indepen-
dence struggle, people were less comfort-
able with street activism, and
manufactured cynicism found few takers.
It was not without reason that freedom
fighters, too, reposed confidence in the ju-
diciary of their time. Almost all streams of
the freedom movement conducted mass
awareness campaigns as part of their
groundwork. In the post-Independence
era, leaders spearheading movements
combined popular education with on-
ground activism.

Manufactured distrust in democratic
institutions rarely influences the popular
mind in India. People trusted the ECI
even when the Prime Minister had sole
discretion over the CEC’s appointment.
Even during the draconian Emergency,
people continued to believe in the judici-
ary, media and even a truncated Parlia-
ment. The Morarji Desai government
could easily have reversed Parliament’s
decision to add “"socialist” and “secular”
asadjectives describing the Republic: But
it showed remarkable restraint, safe-
guarding public trust in democratic insti-
tutions. The Modi government could
have issued an ordinance to take control
of land near the Bangladesh border for
border check-posts, overcoming Mamata
Banerjee’s recalcitrance in the interest of
national security. But it did not overstep,
again respecting the constitutional
framework. Since the Emergency, voters
have grown more confident in the power
of their ballot. They know they can
change governments through elections
when they make up their minds.

We are witnessing a generational di-
vide, not only in society but within
families. It is a conflict between the im-
practicable “here-and-now” approach of
the impatient and the “right decision at
the right time” approach of those wiser
through experience.

The moral, then, is clear. Changing
governments requires years of hard work
and sustained mobilisation of public
opinion, India has always rejected frivol-
ous attempts masquerading as popular
imagination. There is no place for
shortcuts here.

The writer is in-charge of Delthi BIP
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The anti-SIR and anti-CEC agitation is now
set to become a pro-democracy movement

DESHKAA!.

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

i Yet, desp
churlishdebateover how many anemod the
rally, the protest has achieved more than
anyoneexpected. At the sametime. thissuc-
cess places greater responsibility on evéry-
one involved in this month-long struggele.

‘Fhe tiin-up to the rally had already séen
the entire Opposition, not just the INDIA
the role of

mﬁem@mmm of India
though AAPand DMK stayed away |'mml]:e
rally, they are very much with the cause.

host teams demanding replacement of the
tournament re IIE

fi | beyol
Dolﬂi‘wlmﬁcs.r\large numberof “civil so
clety” organisations and movements that
have led the current campaign against the
SIR were present both in the “mock partia-
ment” on Saturday and at the podium of the
Sunday rally, These included many farmer
organisationsand all the youth organisations
active inthe October protests. Inan unusual
and significant move, the CIPissued acallto
support the Opposition rally, HERGEESIRE

teststobe underasingleumbrella, ¢
end has brought in much-needed cohesion
in thismedley of protests that we withessed
inOctober. Ithas also established Rahul Gan
dhi, the first leader wo bring the “vote chor?™
issue to a disbelieving public, as the moral
leader of the wider oppositional space.

The rally was asignificant landmark in
the popular acceptance of the "vote chori”
narrative. m;mmnm i

As of now, acall for free and
fair elections encompasses the
most widely shared sentiment
of the people. This would also

entail reclaiming democratic
freedoms like freedom
of expression, dissent

miich more, The ECI is on the
Track foot. The Supreme Court,
100, faces questions, True, many
of these grave infringements are
too technical for the public to
grasp. Yet the cumulative impact
of the last six weeks has beena
shift in the cellective common

and protest

e

LUSTRATION: CRSASIKUMAR

sense towards “daal mein knchh kaala hai”

— something is rotten out there. The gravi-

tas of the “public impeachment” pushed
this popular narrative further.

Thisimposesa historic responsibilityon

all those who have contributed tothesucoess

SIR and anti-
come a pro-democracy movement.

At this eritical juncture, the call for “re-
gime change” is a distraction best avoided.
Tobesure, there is nothing wrongoruncon-
stitutional about demanding regimechange
through the normal democratic route of elec-
tions. And the onus of keeping that normal
route truly open is on the ruling establish-
ment and independent instimtions like the
ECIandtl “ourt. Yeg atthi

people. Sud;mﬂgoeslmwmmﬁéht
demandsfortheremovalofthe
peal of the 2023 Act and the rollback of the
SIR. Thiswouldalsoentail reclaiming demo-
cratic freedoms like freedom of expression,
dissent and protest — all the more relevant
in the context of the repressive and intimi-
datory tactics adopted by the state, like the
insistence ona “peace bond”. A demand for
neurral unctioning of autonomaous instim
tionslike the ECL thejudiciary, investigating
agencies and the mediawould alsobe apart
ofthe democracy movement. Yet, all this
does not amount to a demand for regime
change — and certainly not on the streets —
until all peaceful, democratic and constitu-
tional means are truly and fully exhausted.
And are perceived tobe so by the people.

In that context, the coming elections in
Uttar Pradesh could be the litmus test, FE

R ERGRE s e

That must be the focal point of the pro-
democracy movement.
Asthisstirentersitssecond phase, it may
not look like 4 mountain river with its mad
and unpredictable gush of water. As it de-
scends to the plains, the movement will be
slower and more widespread. This is not to
be regretied, as the example ol the farmers’
stir showed us. The river slowing down
allows water to percolate. As the rush of

thig is the demand of the Opposi-
tion, not necessarily the demand of
all the people on the streats, The
success of a mass movement dep-
endson floatingwith thesentiment
of the organic protesters, on
keeping tothe lowest common de-
neminator that ensures the widest
possible support.

Asofnow, acall for free and fair
elections encompasses the most
widely shared sentiment of the

ENeTEY L hed by thespontaneously syn-
chronised protests gives way toa loosely co-
ordinated movement spread across the
country, the “votechori” messageisfikelyto
seepdeeperintopopularconscioushess. The

The writer Is member, Swaraj India and
national convenor, Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal
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